Urgent appeal for foster carers across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough
A campaign to urgently boost the number of people fostering to support children across
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough during the coronavirus crisis has been launched.
The number of people enquiring about becoming foster carers has dipped, with the immediate
need being for teenagers, children with additional needs and sibling groups.
Both Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough City Council are launching a ‘Call for
Action’ urging people who can help to change the lives of children and young people to
become foster carers and provide loving, supportive homes as demand for the service
increases.
During COVID-19, we are taking all the necessary steps during the fostering process to follow
the government advice, for example, we can conduct initial visits virtually and have made
arrangements to do so. If your application progresses then we will discuss the next stages with
you which will include a face to face visit as part of the assessment process, this will adhere to
the social distancing rules at all times.
People who believe they can make a positive difference to a child’s life are encouraged to
contact both council’s today. All carers receive training, 24 hour access to support, along with
allowances. As a foster carer you need to have the time, patience and determination to
support and help vulnerable children and young people who are living away from their
families. You will need to be over 21 and have a spare bedroom in your home.
Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough City Council encourage you to find out more
about fostering, visit: www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/fostering email
fostering@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or call 0800 052 0078
Visit www.peterborough.gov.uk/fostering email
FosteringandAdoption@Peterborough.gov.uk or call 0800 328 8433.

Trading Standards warns about Coronavirus personal protective goods
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Trading Standards Service are asking local residents to
report any online products claiming to protect people against coronavirus that haven’t been
provided by a reputable supplier or nationally approved. This could be home-made sanitisers,
genuine looking face masks claiming protection and coronavirus swabbing kits. These products
can often be dangerous and unsafe. This is a time when unscrupulous criminals will attempt to
make illegal profit and prey on the fears of the most vulnerable in our society.
In addition to cracking down on such products, you might also be interested to read the latest
Public Health England blog about personal protective equipment (known as ‘PPE’) and what is
being recommended for the necessary excursions we are having to make. For the vast majority
you will find in fact the recommendation is to use no PPE but instead to adopt thorough hand
washing practices and social distancing.
Members of the public can contact the Trading Service via the Citizens Advice helpline on 0808
223 1133

